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Honorable Chair Hashem and Members of the House Committee on Housing, thank you
for the opportunity to provide you with comments regarding Senate Bill (S.B.) 651,
Senate Draft 2 (SD2), relating to health.

The Hawaii Public Housing Authority (HPHA) offers the following comments in regards
to this measure, which will prohibit smoking in and around public housing projects and
state low-income public housing projects.

For the past year and a half, the HPHA has been working with stakeholders on revising
the relevant administrative rules, and a public hearing was held on February 28, 2014 to
gather comments on the proposed administrative rule changes. This effort incorporated
the input from tenants, the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD),
the Hawaii State Department of Health, the Coalition for a Tobacco Free Hawaii, and
the Attorney GeneraI’s office to ensure compliance with all relevant regulations.
Highlights of the proposed administrative rules allow the HPHA to designate smoking
areas, evict tenants on the 4"‘ violation (includes their guests), and provides for
reasonable accommodations.

The HPHA appreciates the opportunity to provide the House Committee on Housing
with the agency’s comments regarding S.B. 651, SD2. We thank you very much for
your dedicated support.
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Department’s Position: The Department of Health (DOH)‘ SB065 1 ,SD2 which prohibits

smoking in and around public housing and state low-income projects under the jurisdiction of the

Hawaii Public Housing Authority (HPHA) and in and around elder or elderly households. The DOH

recommends inclusion of language to protect parking lots from becoming default smoking areas.

Fiscal Implications: None for DOH.

Purpose and Justification: SB()65l,SD2 further amends Chapter 356D, Hawaii Revised Statutes

(HRS), to include sidewalks in the de nition of “common areas.” The DOH appreciates the inclusion of

sidewalks to protect pedestrians from involuntary exposure to secondhand smoke (SHS) and also

recommends language to prevent parking lots from becoming the default smoking area. The DOH

recognizes the scienti c ndings and recommendations of the United States Surgeon General regarding

the hazard of involuntary exposure to tobacco smoke by nonsmokers. Those ndings disclose that: 1)

There is no safe level or amount of exposure to SHS, and breathing even a little amount can be

dangerous; Z) Children are more likely to have lung problems, ear infections, and severe asthma from

being around tobacco smoke; 3) Breathing SHS is a known cause of sudden infant death syndrome; 4)
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SHS is a known human carcinogen (cancer-causing agent); and 5) Inhaling SHS causes lung cancer,

coronary heart disease, and strokes in nonsmoking adults.

Hawaii’s current smoke-free workplace and public places law, Chapter 328], HRS enacted in

2006, protects the public in enclosed and partially-enclosed areas, but does not cover and excludes

private residences. The federal Housing and Urban Development Authority actively supports and

encourages the creation of smoke-free residential public housing properties govemed under that

authority.

To protect those who access their vehicles daily from exposure to SHS, the DOH recommends

including language to exempt parking lots from becoming designated smoking areas.

The DOH supports this measure to protect the residents of public housing by banning smoking

and supports SB065l ,SD2 with amendments.

Thank you for the opportunity to testify.
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Thank you for the opportunity to offer testimony in_)fthe intent and offers comments
for SB 651 SD 2, which prohibits smoking in and around public housing under the jurisdiction of
the Hawaii public housing authority (HPHA) and in and around elder or elderly households.

The Coalition for a Tobacco Free Hawaii (Coalition) is a program of the Hawaii Public Health
Institute working to reduce tobacco use through education, policy and advocacy. The Coalition
consists of over 100 member organizations and 2,000 advocates that work to create a healthy
Hawaii through comprehensive tobacco prevention and control efforts. The Coalition also
supports the public through its Smoke-Free Homes Initiative, designed to create smoke-free
apartments and condos through voluntary policy adoption.

The Coalition recommends amending to prohibit designated smoking areas in parking lots.

For public health reasons, the Coalition recommends amending the proposed language in
subsection (b) to prohibit designated smoking areas (DSAs) in parking lots. DSAs create a
concentrated area of smoke. The majority of residents are required to walk through the parking
lot to enter and exit the property. DSAs should be prohibited in parking lots to protect the
majority of residents from being subjected to this high concentration of smoke. Consequently,
this also protects persons smoking in DSAs from vehicular traffic.

The Coalition offers the following language:

(b) Notwithstanding subsection (a), the authority may designate one or more permissible
smoking areas at least twenty feet away from any residential or other building, or any greater
distance away as may ensure that the secondhand smoke does not in ltrate any dwelling unit,
and not within a parking lot.

The U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development encourages Public Housing
Authorities to implement non-smoking policies.

Housing units can adopt their own rules to prohibit smoking. The U.S. Department of Housing
and Urban Development (HUD) states that “PHAs are permitted and strongly encouraged to
implement a non-smoking policy at their discretion, subject to state and local law.”l A 2007
letter from the Honolulu HUD of ce indicates that “[r]egulating smoking in public housing units

1U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development (2009). “Non-Smoking Policies in Public Housing” Notice.
http://www.hud.gov/of ces/pih/publications/notices/O9/pih2009-2l.pdf

320 Ward Avenue, Ste. 212 ' Honolulu, HI 96814 ' (808) 591-6508 ' www.tobaccofreehawaii.org
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